A Land Remembered Reading Questions

There will be a test on the questions which correspond with assigned readings every Friday. You should use this list of questions to take notes/highlight as you read. However, you should know the answers for the test; you MAY NOT bring notes to the test.
Due Friday, April 26: Read Chapters 1-15 (pp. 1-109)

Chapter 1

1. In what year, city, and state does this chapter begin?

2. What do you learn about Toby and Sol’s relationship?  What does this foreshadow?

3. Who is Arthur?  What does Sol give him?
4. Why does Sol want to leave Miami and go to the log cabin in the woods?
5. Read, Think, Explain: What is the tone of the first chapter? Consider Sol MacIvey’s attitude toward Miami and the city
Chapter 2 - 5

1. What was different about the two men and the woman that came to Tobias? What were these people running from?  

2. Where were they from and where were they headed?

3. What did Tobias do for them, and what does this reveal about his character?

4. What important news did Silas give Tobias at the trading post?

5. What did Tobias ask for before he left the trading post?

Chapter 6 - 7

1. Who was Henry Addler and what gave him power over Tobias MacIvey?

2. What were the two greatest dangers to the men on the cattle drive?

3. While Tobias was away what animals attacked his homestead?

4. Who attacked the homestead while Tobias was away for the second time?
5. Read Think Explain. Considering that Tobias is illiterate, does this make him unintelligent? Can a person be intelligent without formal education? Explain why or why not.
Chapter 8 - 11

1. What did Tobias practice branding when he did not have cows to brand?

2. Why was the army horse ineffective at chasing cattle?

3. What did the Indians give Tobias and Zech, and what did Zech name them? 

4. Who do Zech and Tobias find hiding in the bushes? Describe him and his background.

5. Read Think Explain. Re-read Tobias’ quote on page 71, “At least we got a chance now”, and consider what this may mean for the family. Use details from the text to explain how the family’s luck may be changing.
Chapter 12 - 15

1. Why did they let the 148 cows with MCI branded on them out of the pen?

2. How does Tobias feel about the land and who owns it? Is this a popular sentiment amongst pioneers? How does this relate to our theme of Greed?
3. Where is supposedly the best place to trade cows?

4. What happened to the cows during the hurricane?

5. What are the names of the men Tobias hired?

Due Friday, May 3: Read Chapters 16-22 (pp. 110-206)

Chapter 16

1. What sort of deal did Tobias make with Sam Lowry?

2. What happened to the cows that ran from the wolves into the cypress swamp?

3. What did Tobias and Zech hear in the swamp?

4. Who did Tobias meet in the swamp and what were his instructions?

5. Read Think Explain. Find examples of foreshadowing in chapter 16. What words and phrases support the idea that we know something bad is going to happen?
Chapter 17

1. Describe what happened at the restaurant in Punta Rassa.

2. Why does Tobias insist that the horse race be three miles long?  

3. What was the prize for winning the race?

4. What does the MacIvey family purchase in the general store?

5. What did Tobias finally find for Emma?
Chapter 18 – 19

1. Who does Zech meet at the hoedown in Fort Drum?

2. What happens after Zech, Frog, and Bonzo return to the cow pen after the hoedown?

3. What was Skillit’s secret chore?

4. What phenomenon does Zech observe near the pond at night?

5. Describe the mosquito incident.

Chapter 20
1. What did the Seminole boys ask Tobias for?

2. What “special shipment” from New Orleans did Tobias purchase from the store clerk?

3. What happened to the Seminole boys after they left?

4. Describe the scene after Tobias notices the cows with the MCI brand.

5. Read, Think, Explain. Consider the “invisible truce” Zech observed in Chapter 19.  Why is Zech so confused by the danger faced by the Indian boys James Tiger and Willie Cypress? Use details and information from the story to support your answer.

Chapter 21-22

1. Who does Zech meet at the hidden Seminole village?

2. What special place do Zech and this person visit near the village?

3. What illness gives Tobias a fever?

4. Why does Zech feel out of place at the frolic?

5. Read, Think, Explain.  Zech is distressed about a decision as he rides home from Fort Drum.  Describe the two worlds he is torn between.  Use details and examples from the story to support your answer.
Due Friday, May 10: Read Chapters 23-34 (pp. 207-309)

Chapter 23-25

1. Why did Zech make a trip to Kissimmee?

2. What did Zech find there that used to belong to Tobias?

3. Who sold this item to the man Zech takes it from?

4. What secret does Glenda keep from Zech?

5. Read, Think, Explain.  Glenda keeps her secret from Zech while insisting that she join him on the next drive.  What is she trying to prove to Zech?  Use details and examples from the story to support your answer.

Chapter 28-30

1. Why did they name Zech and Glenda’s baby “Solomon”?

2. What did Skillit do that he was ashamed of?

3. What was the name of the new man Zech hired to work on the homestead?

4. What did Tobias do to the steam engine after the train struck his cows?

5. Read, Think, Explain. Does Tobias feel the land should be fenced?  How does the scene with the steam engine illustrate his feelings toward the exploitation of the wilderness?  Provide examples from the chapter to support your answer.

Chapter 31-32

1. Who is Toby Cypress?

2. What danger lies south of the hidden Seminole village?

3. What happens to Emma while she is picking berries?

4. What phrase does Tobias use that Zech had never heard before?  “Happy ______.”

5. Read, Think, Explain.  Tawanda asks Zech to not interfere in Toby’s life.  Why might she request this of him?  Use details from the story to support your answer.

Chapter 33-34

1. Where did Tobias spend most of his time after Emma’s death?

2. What was Tobias worried about during the cold snap?

3. What happened to Tobias while he was trying to “save at least one tree” from the orange grove?

4. What does Keith Tiger tell Zech about Tawanda?

5. Read, Think, Explain. Tobias was obsessed with his orange grove toward the end of his life.  Why was he so concerned with the survival of the trees if the MacIvey family was already wealthy?  Use details from the story to support your answer.
Due Friday, May 17: Read Chapters 35-45 (pp. 310-402)

Chapter 35-36

1. What happened when Zech tried to reserve a room at the Royal Poinciana Hotel in Palm Beach?

2. What was Sol really selling in cages that he was trying to pass off as “kookabens”?

3. Why does Zech want Frog to hire gunslingers in Arcadia?

4. How did the medicine man, Miami Billie, remove the bullet from Zech’s foot?

5. Read, Think, Explain.  Why is Zech willing to place himself in harm’s way to get rid of the gang of outlaws?

Chapter 37-39

1. What happened when Zech and Frog tried to brand the Brahma bull?

2. What happened to Zech while he was crossing the river on his horse?

3. Why did Sol decide to leave the MacIvey homestead?

4.  The incident with the Brahma bull is an example of which literary theme?  “Man vs. ______” Explain why.

5. Read, Think, Explain. Consider what Zech has been through.  Why might his last thought be “Don’t grieve, Sol . . . don’t ever grieve”?

Chapter 40-45

1. Describe the conflict between Sol and Toby.

2. What did Sol and Bonnie find when they returned to the MacIvey homestead?

3. What happened to Sol and Bonnie during the Okeechobee hurricane? (not the one that struck Miami)

4. Why did Sol lie to the woman who interviewed him about the MacIvey family’s history?

5. Read, Think, Explain.  Explain the significance of this quote: “The whip dropped from his hand just as a dove called mournfully for a missing mate no longer able to answer.  It lay crumpled beside the nearby highway, hit and crushed lifeless by a speeding automobile.”
You should be working on your Point-of-View Travel Journals as you read the novel.
